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and at the centre, or any other point the people may select within three
miles of the geographical centre of said county; and if upon canvassing the
votes, it is ascertained that any one point has received a majority of all
the votes cast, then that shall be and remain the permanent seat of justice
of said county of Decatur; but if no one point shall receive such majority,
then the legal voters of said county may vote on the first Monday in May
thereafter, for thet two points which receive the highest number of votes
at the April election; and also for such point, if there be any, that shall have
receive a ke number of votes with either of the two highest aforesaid, and
the point rceeiving the highest number of votes, shall be and remain the per-
manent seat of justice of the county ot Decatur; provided, that the owner or
owners of sueh town or point, shall within ten days atter the result of said elec-
tion has been declaved, make and exceute to the county judge of said county,
or the authorities that be, a good and suilicient deed for forty aecres of land
in said town, or at said point, for the use and accommodation of the pub
lic buildings of said county.

[89) Nic, 2. Conduction of election—repeal—take efect. Sald election <hall
be conducted as other elections under the laws of this state. All acts or parts
of acts, coming in contlict with this act, be, and the same are hereby, re-
pealed. This act to take effect irom and after its publication in the ‘‘Val
ley Whig.”” and “ Keokuk Dispatch.”’

Approved, January 22d. 1853,

1 hereiy eortify, that the foregoing act was published in the Keokuk Dispatch,

February Sth, and Valley Whig, February 10, 1853,
GEO. W. McCLEARY,
Secretary of State.
\

(TTAPTER 54.
DUBUQUE.
AN ACT to amend “an act, to incorporate and establish the city of Dubuque.”
B it cnacted by the Goneral ssembly of U Slale of [owa:

Srcrion 1. Boundaries. That the boundaries of the eity of Dubuque shall
hereafter be as follows: beginning at a point in the middle of the main chan-
nel of the Mississippi river. in the south line continued of section thirty-one.
township cighty-nine, uerth of ranee three, east; tienee west, and on the south
line of said section. and ol sections thirty-six and thirty-five, in the sawe
township, in range two easi. to the west line of said section thirty-five; thence
north, on the west line of section thirty-five, twenty-six, twenty-three, and
Jourteen, to the north line of seciion fourteen; thence east, on the north line
of sections fourteen and thirteen. to the range line hotween ranges two and
three, east; thenee north along the same. to the north line of section seven
of same township, in range three, east: thence east, along the north of said
section seven, and on the sume continned to the middle of the main chan-
nel of the JMississippi river: tlrence down said river with the middle of said
channel, to the place of beginning, '

See. 2, Wards—elections—two alderinen—Ilot—term—five wards—alder-
men. That the city couneil of the city of Dubuque shall divide the terri-
tory hereby brought into said eity, into two [90] election distriets, and shall
provide for holding an eleetion therein, in cach of which shall be eleeted in the
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manner, and at the time now provided for the election of eity officers, two
aldermen, whose qualifications shall be the same as now required in said
city, and the city council shall thereafter consist of eleven members. The
mayor shall continue to be cleeted annually, but the aldermen from each
ward and district shall immediately after such election, decide by lot, which
aldermen. so elected in each ward or distriet, shall hold for the term of two
years, and which for the term of one year, and the aldermen so elected.
chall respectively hold for the term so indicated. The said city eouncil shall
as soon as practicable after such election, proceed to divide said city into
five wards, as public convenience may require, the boundaries of which
may in like manner be altered, whenever the city counecil may deem proper;
in each of which wards there shall be elected in each year thereafter, one
alderman to hold for the term of two years.

Skc. 3. Assessed—damages—jury—deed. That all lands lying within the
territory hereby brought into the ecity and not laid out into town lots or
out-lots, shall not be assessed or taxed otherwise than by the acre, according
to its value for agricultural, horticultural, miningz, or other purposes: but
all improvements thereon may be taxed at full value. And the city shall make
adequate compensation to all person or persons injured by reason of the
opening, extension, wideniny, or alteration of any highway, street, or alley
in said eity, to ascertain which, when such amount cannot be otherwise agreed
upon, the said city couneil shall cause to be summoned six freeholders, and
citizens of said city, not directly interested in the case, good and lawful men,
who, being first duly sworn for that purpose, shall inquire into, and take
in consideration the benefits, as well as the injury which may accrue, and
shall estimate and assess the damages which would be sustained by rea-
gon of the opening, cxtending, widening, or altering of any highway, street.
or alley, which damages, if any, shall be paid out of the eity treasury; and
upon the payment of the same, the person or persons, whose property has
been so taken, sholl deed to the eity forever all such property for the purposes
for which it is taken.

[91] SEc. 4. City created a road district—road tax—how applied—exemp-
tion. The city of Dubuque is hereby constituted a special road distriet,
und the city council shall have power in addition to the taxes other-
wise authorized, to levy road taxes. not exceeding the amount allowed
to be levied hy the county court, and may provide for the payment and col-
lection of the same in a manner similar to that provided for the collection
of county road taxes, or in the manner other city taxes are collected. They
may also provide for the manner in which all such taxes shall be expended
on the strects and highways in such eity: and all persons and property right-
fully taxed within said city in accordance with this section. are thereby
exempt from all taxes to that extent for roads to the county.

Sec. 5. Council to supervise. The county supervisor of roads, or the
township supervisor of Julien township. in said eounty. is not required to
expend labor upon, or to exercise any control or supervision over the roads
or streets in said ecity, but the duties and responsibilities imposed by law
on such officer generally, shall as to the highwavs and streets in said city, de-
volve upon the city council, or upon such officer as they may appoint fo
take charge of the same.

Sec. 6. Council may levy a tax—vote—dlimitation. That, to defray the
current expenses of said city. the city counecil may levy, in any year, in the
manner now provided by law, a tax not to exceed one-half of one per cent.
upon the assessed value of all property taxed: provided, that if in any year
the ecity couneil shall deem it necessary for the same purpose, to levy a tax
beyond the amount thus limited, they may submit the question of such ad-
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ditional amount to the legal voters of said city at a special election in the
manner provided in the twenty-seventh section of the act hereby amended;
and if a majority of such votes shall thus express their wishes in favor there-
of, then such city council may levy such additional amount, and provide
for the collection thereof: provided, such additional sum shall not, with the
- sum already levied for the same purpose in any one year, exceed the sum of
one per ceut. upon the assessed value of the property taxed within said cicy:
and provided, such tax shall only be levied for one year, by reason of any
vote thereon, unless the question is agam submitted and again carried by
a majority of votes thereon.

[92] SEc. 7. Compensation of council. That each member of the city coun-
cil of said ecity, shall receive a compensation for his services as such, to be
fixed by ordinance, to be paid nut of the city treasury; but such compen-
sation shall not exceed one dollar per day, nor shall any one member of said
couneil receive a compensation for his services as such, to exceed fifty-two
dollars in any one year.

Sec. 8. Council may appoint officers. That the city council shall have
power to appoint all officers or deputies, which may be necessary in their
opinion for the municipal government of said city, whose election 1s not pro-
vided for by the act to which this is amendatory, by name, and who shall cach,
before entering upon their respeetive duties, take the necessary oath and
give such reasonable bonds as the said council may require.

Sec. 9. Indebtedness—notice—present orders—orders not presented re
pudiated, That to ascertain the outstanding indebtedness of said eity, the city
council may publish a notice in one or more of the public newspapers published
in said city, for four weeks, notifying and requiring all persons having any
outstanding order and orders on the treasury, which have not been duly
registered and countersigned by the treasurer, to present the same to the
city treasurer for registering within ninety days from the first publication
of such notice; and it shall be the duty of such treasurer to register and
countersign the same, noting the date, amount, and to whom issued, with
the name of the person holding or presenting the same, in a book to be by
him kept, and to report the same to the city council. And all orders not so
presented nor registered shall not thereafter be paid or received in pay-
ment by the treasurer, or by any officer in payment of any dues to the city:
provided, that any order or orders duly issued or unpaid, but not so presented
or registered, may be presented to the city council as other unpaid accounts
against said city, and may be allowed or otherwise disposed of, as the said
council may seem [deem] just.

Sec. 10. Schools. That it shall be the duty of the city council, and they
are hereby authorized and required, to provide for the establishment and
support of public schools within said eity, and to pass all ordinances, and
levy and colleet all necessary taxes proper for such purposes, and for the
good government [93] of the same; provided, that no tax shall be levied
and collected in any one vear beyvond one fourth of one per cent. upon the
assessed value of all property, taxed for the purposes in this section stated.

SEc. 11. Exemption. That all reai estate owned by the city in its corpo-
rate capacity, shall be exempt from taxation for state, county or eity pur-
poses.

SEc. 12. Take effect—repeal. That this act shall take effect from and after
its publication in the Miners’ Express and Dubuque Herald, published in the
city of Dubuque, and any thing contained in the act to which this is amen-
datory. and which is incounsistent with the foregoing provisions of this act.
is hereby repealed; provided, the publication shall be at the expense of
the city of Dubuque.

Approved, January 22d, 1853,




